





" he was killed., He was 33, di-

o _po]zua sald, Stcve P

.'THERESE

'._-‘mfmmw

“watched outfor Stéva When he -

‘was fittle: As they grew older,
. Steve watched out for Therese.
* 'He "was  the person she

" turned to through all'the blun-

.' - ders.of her life; the first to hold

. her ddughter after Jessica was - ;

-~ ‘Potn in 1984. Therese was 16

- ‘then and dropped outof Char--

lotte Catholic High School. -

- Steve was 14 and promised .

' to always be there for her.

 wotld..

" Therese: nnagmed ]:Le alwayis .

- h]m » Dougseud “Not' hat 3he_..
- didntloveme,and doési’t
.- me; bt their bond w ‘Stron-

love-

ey had béen through so

umentary, too S
-Writifig. comes nat&rall}' 0
Thercsc WhD teac‘h_es devalop-'_:: _

. nitich They understood edch”™ ‘monj

1, other sowell™ . .
“Arthe sentencmghearmg ln m
Apnl 2004, Therese expected =
“tofeél ngry at'Staton, and she-

‘did. She hated*him for killing % j_ _ . T

her littebrother: - -

yond their: tuugh image.

- “Now - imagirig '\opemng a  he

- black binder and'seeirig photo-- b

- graphSOfthatpersUnspraned:_’ 3 j fist 2
“out naked on a:silver gurney,” abd ¢ D

she wrote in- her blog: “Now™ -

© . putia small. datk hole in that

'-person:: chest.. Iu;lagme thjs'-

. image rurmmg through ynur o
.- mind.

T “You will never be hugged
" by this. person again; you will

_ never getaphone callfrom this
. person or laugh at a stupid® tef
- movic or-talk about kids: and: LY
'dr__pped out"and enrolled 'in
- the master’s program in crimi-

-vacations and relatwnsinp&
“Nevcr s

. “_A deadly busmess tnp

Steve Leone was i Grce

ville, S.C; on business the riight

© vorced with two teenafers; and
: -'wnrk:uﬁg as a sales- tep.for a

- ton. in the face, -

' ~ Steve’s chest and fired:.

;- How Thetese wondered -
S oould shicsurvive withouthim? -~
. Fer husband, - Doiig, wen-~ “deal
‘ _"'derse oo,Theyhadbeenmar'

g !
tr’Lded me: for

T He ' wenf to-'
‘happy Hour at a:
sirip club - near” .
is motel where, -
according to po-
Tice - reports, he -

dis-. kids;”

hatshe )

i ﬁnearisat Qﬁecns Uni-
"She - .evefitually

ﬁal justice 4t UNC Charlotte.

These dre notexcuscs, and Pm

‘But'she was surpnsed to ﬁndi__ ) “who woit a grant last year tbat "
“herself tlso. _feeimg sotry for
him: He was young guy, 22,
-not much ofder than the hlgh'_ g
“schiool studeitts sheé faught in -
. Union County, the -enes “she -
_reached gut to, irying to.see be-,

_helped pay for. start-up- cbsts,
They'r holdlng a fundrajser_ _‘

Musé in NoDa to ralse niohey -

to t.omplete the pm}ect. g
Wntmg ‘The Final GifY -
paok Coff 3

-'Therf, se s

want o inderstarid: why_
ple do what they do; and. -
the systeny treats them,” . i
shie said, “Inall lives, theteare .
‘explanations: for What we do. - ser

ot saying 1 doit-think peopie S w
- should be pufiished” - -

sAfter Stéve died; ’I‘]:Lcrcsc_-'
did things. shie ‘would never.
‘have thought bersclf capable. .
of.She retreated withinherself, .

A smgie nustake
‘One mtstﬂke, shie- behevcs,_-

'_ should not defme apersun forv :

depiessed. “T- abandoxied my" eve

- décent human bejrigs

Statop capable of kﬂlmg’r‘

she said. “T-showed up, .
vas going. through the
a * _'_-_motmns of parcntirig; My son -
'and _hz{ve always beer, t.lose, o
] J- - son; brothict, person he | was,”
‘she said. “This is precisely one
We're. aﬂcapable of homﬁc__ . of the teasons for this project .
ST ';thlmgs,” she said,: “cvemfwere
~Staton . pointed- a gun at figs.

ided she wanted to film a doc- .

“My rothcrs whcreaboutb- '

‘when' Hie ‘was “murdered can
“bardly “4indo” the compassion- |

ate,”loving, suppaortive- father

and for my book. It's one ofimy

* motivating. factors 1 pray that :
“What, she Wondcrcd, made : ndee:




*
i

F3e

£

H
i

it
It

S : . * " PHOTOS COURTESY OF THERESE BARTHOLOMEW
__Therese had two brothers Joe, who was oldet, and Steve.
‘“From the minute Steve was born, my mom said that was my
-.-bab' . Fhis photo i symbollc of our relatlonship. :

Ernk Murphy, dll‘ectOl‘ of photography for the dncurnentary,
i lms There_se while Chnstlan Domarus. the. ed:tor, paddles
B Shc 1 opes the di;)'cumentary' '
: wﬂ] hielp. -answer  questions.

raised by Steve’s death- Do we . a docmncntary and- asking 0.
“have:any tesponsibility for of- many ' quiestions, Some days,
fenders? What happens when - she said, she doest’t under-

theyre. aliowed back iiito- the
comumumnity? Wotildn't - it be
better if they became prodiic-
uve ‘Thembers of society?.
-Some peopie tcﬂ Therese

J:mles frorn ler house:

" “The Final Glft’

- 'l To ieam fmiore about the ;

" and-which she shares with”
- others who are grieving:

Than | ve Ever Been”

ers)” sbe sald _ :
& heatt for \71ct1ms', to 111 the_ \
‘world; | peoplé’s . -hearts are

‘mostly with the” victims. But
: we cant igriore the offeniders

_they dont understand why .
‘she’s writing the book; filming

‘ stand, eithet, The only person
“who would really “get it° s
buried in-a cemetety a few

Bruce Arrigo, a cr:mmal 1al jus- -

* documentary, and fo seea
_traller‘ W, theflnalglftfxlm' L
cogomt '

; » A fundraiser is. 6 30 -8 30"'-, |

| .pm. Nov. 9 at The Evening

" Muse, 3227 N. Davidson St.
. ‘The Neaf Misses will per- -

._ form. Tickets $25 in ad-
- vanee: www.theevering
- muse.cor, or at the door.

@0 hear a song by Cindy

" Bullens that Therese said
capiures the way she feels,.

www.rhapsoay. com/cmdy
~builiens, Click on “Bette_r

tice: professor at UNCC who

advises Therese, said she’s '

gourageous to doit.

“Ina seuse,” he sa:i ‘.ﬁI' A
seems to me she’s saying; Twvilk

usemy story, my expenence, as .. -
“amedium to anyone to explore
“the posablhty of récovery and -
' redemption and- forgiveness

and metcy - régardless of the' s
circumstances.’ ” :

A heart for offenders o
When Therese is fuushed

ﬁlxmng, her next pian mlght '

. surprise yow

. She waits to woxk wﬁh '

- cmmnal offenders. -

That . may seem. strange

. coming; from - soméeone who
B lost‘ her bmther:- 0. : wolen(.e

llhaVéaWho_l_elot :

_:'mQre detims if we do.”

- She can’t save hex hrofher

" STORY. BEH]N"D. -
THE STORY -
-Suggested Lwrite

about Theresa iy
-watched the

" documentary and Was captivat <

ed. Hersis a story of pain and -
heaitbreak — bzt most impor- -
tant, of suvival and hope.

" " But maybe, Therese Hopes, "
- -_she can help save snmeone

A& mutualfriend
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